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Ruth C. Friedberg 
 

 Ruth Friedberg has had a richly varied career as a performer, teacher, and 
writer. She studied piano with Frank Sheridan of New York City's Mannes School 
and Vladimir Sokoloff in Philadelphia, and holds academic degrees from Barnard 
College (B.A.) and the University of North Carolina (M.A. in musicology). 
Friedberg was a member of the Duke University faculty for twelve years, and has 
also taught at the New School of Music in Philadelphia, the University of Texas at 
Austin, the University of Texas at San Antonio, and San Antonio College. Most 
recently, she was Director of Music at Incarnate Word College where she was 
nominated in the fall of 1992 for the Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation 
Professorship in recognition of her academic career. 
 
 Ruth Friedberg has performed in concerts of chamber music and in vocal 
recitals all over the United States as well as in Canada, Mexico, and Asia. During 
her tenure at Duke University, she recorded a two volume series with tenor John 
Hanks, Art Song in America, which was published by Duke University Press. After 
moving to Texas in 1975, she began a ten year term as keyboard artist for the San 
Antonio Symphony, in which capacity she and music director Lawrence Leighton 
Smith performed Saint-Saens' Carnival of the Animals in 1983. 
 
 Scarecrow Press has published Friedberg's three volume series entitled 
American Art Song and American Poetry, and she has also written many articles, 
reviews of new music, and entries in the New Grove's Dictionary of Music and 
U.S. Grove's Dictionary. Other recent publications are a collection of poetry titled 
Coasts (1990); Circle of Women (1993), a song cycle (words by Friedberg, music 
by Lawrence Weiner); and her latest book, The Complete Pianist - Body, Mind, 
Synthesis (1993). Friedberg is widely in demand for her lecture-recitals which 
combine her performing and academic interests. She has given these at the 
University of Michigan, the University of Arkansas, Duke University, the 
University of Texas, the University of Calgary, Albright Institute in Jerusalem, 
Hong Kong Baptist College, and many other locations. 




